A study of values of baccalaureate nursing students and graduate nurses from a secular and a nonsecular program.
This study examined the relationship between professional values of senior baccalaureate nursing students and graduate nurses compared to the values reflected in the Code for Nurses. A questionnaire was completed by 199 students and graduates of a secular and a nonsecular university. Data were analyzed using content analysis, frequency distributions, and multivariate procedures. Findings indicated that values identified most frequently by all respondents related to patient care issues rather than social issues of the profession. Analyses showed no significant difference in value identification between respondents from the secular and the nonsecular institutions. Implications for nursing education, nursing service, and future research are also discussed.